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“True Identity”
Matthew 3:12-17  January 14, 2018

People always think that because I am a pastor—that I 
pastor— or care for— other people.  But the truth is—often it 
is the people that I hope to care for, that care for or pastor me. 

And so it was on a cold morning earlier this month when all 
I was thinking about was getting my son, JT’s, crock pot of hot 
soup, to church.

 JT loves to cook-it is his passion. He had been asked to make 
dinner for IHN that evening. Second church partners with 
other churches and IHN (Interfaith Hospitality Network) to 
provide shelter and hospitality four times a year for folks that 
have hit tough times and find themselves homeless….and often 
raising children.

 Anyway, my son was called in to work early, so I was the one 
transporting his crockpot of soup. As I was leaving the house, 
Savanna Guthrie, on the Today’s show, was reporting on New 
Year’s RESOLUTIONS. You know - the “New Year, New You” 
stuff; we hear it every year. 

Drop the carbs; eat clean; exercise with a buddy; save more 
money; turn off your devices….you know... and then, of course, 
the predictable statistics that half of all New Year’s resolutions 
fail, were ringing in my ears as I drove to church, parked and 
struggled in with my purse, papers, and the crockpot. 

I was thinking about my own resolutions…after all it was a 
new year, a clean slate. I had to admit that I was staring at my 
closet each morning with dread…for things were not fitting as 
well as they had once...when a voice interrupted me, “Excuse 
me, may I carry that for you?” A man, I recognized, who was 
new at the church was taking my crockpot for me.  “Where are 
you going?” he asked. “to the second floor kitchen” I responded 
as we stepped into the elevator.  We rode up in silence and as he 
placed the crockpot on the counter, asking me what the food 
was for. 

As I explained that my son had made it for dinner for the 
homeless families that evening, a big smile came over his face. 
I thanked him for his help and turned to leave when he said: “I 
was homeless for 25 years.” 

I turned back around, not knowing how to respond and 
he continued. “My name is Greg and my wife is volunteering 
tonight. Perhaps you know her. She was homeless too.” 

“Nice to meet you, Greg. I don’t know your wife but I would 
like to meet her.” 

Greg launched into his story and in the dim light of the 
kitchen, I knew that- I the pastor was being cared for, pastored…

Greg continued, “You see I was raised in a Christian home, 
baptized and everything, but I fell into drinking and drugs and 
lost it all, all that mattered to me and ended up on the streets. 
You would have thought that would have straightened me up, 
but I kept on cause I liked the life of being high.”

I nodded thinking the problems of my closet were nothing 
compared to this. 

He continued: “One morning I woke up on the street and I 
was different. I cried out to God: ‘NO MORE’”.

 I nodded.
 “I was afraid. I knew I had to get clean. God had a hold of 

me. I got a bed in the treatment center at Wheeler. Karen, it was 
a miracle because there were never enough beds and I had lied 
before to get a bed to get out of the cold in the winter….but it 
was hot that summer day and I was not lying this time. God had 
a hold of me and I knew it.”

In that dim kitchen, Gregg deepened my understanding of 
baptism. For he had found his true identity in Christ.  Jesus 
Christ had led Gregg back home.

As we renew our baptismal vows today, we will answer this 
question:   

Do you renounce all evil, and powers in the world which defy 
God’s righteousness and love?

Do you renounce the ways of sin that separate you from the love 
of God?

Gregg did. 

Why does Jesus get baptized?

Even John the Baptist asks this question.
In the scripture, we find the one destined to be Lord and 

King, standing before John asking to be baptized.
John is confused, for Jesus is not the typical candidate that 

has come to him to be baptized. Jesus has no sin and does not 
need to be washed clean in the waters of the Jordan.  So why does 
Jesus get baptized?
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• Jesus gets baptized to obey his Father. Jesus knows that 
his baptism will fulfill all righteousness. His baptism is 
the beginning of his earthly ministry.

• Jesus gets baptized as an act of solidarity with us. 
Although Jesus had no sin, he went into the waters 
of the Jordan to become one with us for we need to be 
baptized. We need to be washed clean in order to have 
new life.

• Jesus gets baptized and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
God is preparing him for the work as the Messiah, as 
our Messiah.

• Jesus gets baptized to culminate his identity. His true 
identity is revealed. Jesus is God’s son, with whom God 
is pleased. 

In baptism, we see Jesus’ true identity.
Our baptism, is a matter of obedience as it was for Jesus. It is 

also a source of new life. 
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and 

Savior?
Why do we get baptized? 
• We too, get baptized to obey our Father. Through the 

waters of baptism, God is calling, renewing, forgiving, 
nourishing. 

• We get baptized to be cleansed of our sin. We die to 
ourselves and rise to new life in Christ that we might 
live as Christ lived and love as he loved.

• We get baptized that we might be anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. and become part of God’s family.

In baptism we find our true identity in Jesus Christ.
We belong to God through his son, Jesus Christ. Separate 

from him, our faith has no center, no shape no focus. Jesus is 
the light in the prism of faith that enable us to see the nature 
of God, understand the meaning of our salvation and to know 
the true meaning of our identity. (Stroup, George, Jesus Christ 
for Today, p. 26.)

Quite simply: Christ is what makes our life make sense.
 

We all have’ Gregg moments’ where through God’s grace, we 
say: “No more” and turn from the sin and darkness in our own 
lives. We know it is grace because we know that we could not 
accomplish such change that is made possible by God’s love.

This is the place where we come to experience forgiveness. 
This is the place where we learn that God’s love is for all of us 
and that there is no way to earn it.

For our identity lies not in us accomplishing our resolutions. 
Resolutions that are inspired by Savannah Guthrie on the 

Today’s Show.  Our identity lies not in a New Year and a New 
You. 

Our identity lies not in what we have, or who we know, rather 
in whom we belong to. 

Our identity lies in what God has resolved to do for us in Jesus 
Christ. For all of us know that while New Year’s resolutions are 
good and have a place, they deliver a message to our soul that 
says ‘it is all up to us.’  and we are left with a quiet despair.

Our deep desire to have a new, true identity grounded in God’s 
faithfulness is found in our baptism. An identity grounded in 
what God will accomplish in each one of us just as he did in 
Gregg. God will continue his work in us to the end…Just as he 
did with Gregg. 

That is what our baptism is all about. That is our true identity. 
That is why we renew our baptism today.

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and 
showing his love to your life’s end.

I will with God’s help.
To God be the glory.  
Amen.


